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23 June 2020 
 
 
To: EXECUTIVE COMMITTE 
 PROVINCIAL SERETARIES   
 DISTRICT SECRETARIES 
 MEDIA 
 
 
    CIRCULAR   24 /2020. 
 

BOWLS RETURN TO PLAY COVID – 19.  

The Minister of Sport, Art and Culture issued a media statement on the 20th June 2020 in which he 
outlined the process his department would be following with regard to granting permission for non-
contact sport to return to practicing.  

Sport bodies are required to apply in writing to the Minister for permission to do so. Included in this 
request must be a plan covering area of control, that will be implemented to mitigate the spread of 
Covid-19. Bowls South Africa submitted such plans on Wednesday 17th June 2020 copies of which 
have been made available to all districts / provinces with the intention that this be shared with clubs 
under their control so that they may take the necessary steps to ensure their venue is compliant with 
all the health and safety protocols required. To this end clubs are required to sign a compliance 
certificate and only once this has been submitted to the relevant district and the Minister has given our 
sport the go-ahead may we resume training sessions. 

 It is brought to your attention three very important matters raised by the Minister in his media release. 

1. Upon receipt of the plans as required by the Directions, the Minister must apply his mind 
as to whether the sports bodies have complied with all requirements as proclaimed in the 
Directions. 

During the period of processing the plan, no sports body is allowed to resume training or 
playing.  

2.    If the sports body resumes training or matches either contact or non-contact               
without the approval of the Minister, it is tantamount to a violation of the Direction 
and Regulations. Any necessary or punitive measure will be taken against such 
sports body in terms of the Regulations. 

3.   The Department shall deploy officials to monitor compliance with the Directions and such          
officials shall be given special identity document. 

 

 



We cannot over-emphasise the fact that any club that steps outside of the agreed protocols we have 
submitted to the government runs the risk of not only having their club closed but potentially all others 
along with it. Our code of conduct policy has been updated to take account of the restrictions 
imposed due to Covid-19 and any breach of these conditions will be handled according to this policy.  

We have received a number of queries regarding the booking system and how it is to be 
implemented. In our submission to the government, and by virtue of our representation, we have 
given an undertaking that we will keep a daily record of all people at our venues. The sole objective of 
this is to provide the authorities with a 'tracking' record should anyone display Covid-19 symptoms 
post their visit to the club. Bowls South Africa have made available an on-line system to facilitate this 
but if clubs wish to have their own system they may do so. The critical criteria of providing 
identification for those involved on a daily basis is not negotiable. 

 It must also be stressed that any return to bowls is for practice purposes only. There is to be no tabs-
in and members may not simply arrive at the club without having booked their time to play. It is up to 
each club to determine their playing times and advise their members accordingly. The dispensation 
being sought for our sport to return is based on the fact that it will be for practice only and the whole 
intention is for people to use the venue for the time available to them and then to vacate the property. 

 As stated above the Minister will advise each sport section of his approval or otherwise of the plans 
submitted and you may rest assured that as soon as this decision is received, we will communicate 
this to all our members through all the communication channels available to us. With a positive 
outcome in mind clubs are urged to make their club compliant in terms of the protocols submitted so 
that should the go-ahead be received, you can immediately resume the use of your facility. 
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President  


