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          21st September 2020 
 

CIRCULAR 2020-22 
WPB FLAG & MIDWEEK - CANCELLATION 

 

The Western Province Bowls Association (WP Bowls) has received a number of queries about the 
decision to cancel the 2019-2020 Flag and Midweek competitions. We are also aware of this 
decision being discussed on a variety of social media platforms. 
  
Accordingly, it was discussed at length at our Executive Meeting on Thursday 17 September and we 
are eager to clear up any misunderstandings or misconceptions. 
  
It must be noted, first and foremost, that this was not a decision made by the WP Bowls Executive 
Committee.  
  
The ultimate control of WP Bowls lies with the Bowling Clubs that form the District. A Delegate 
from each Club forms a Council, and this Council is the governing body. The Council elects the 
Executive Committee to run the Association on their behalf, but retains the right to overturn any 
decision made by the Executive Committee. 
  
On Saturday 22 August 2020, before the WP Bowls Annual General Meeting, a Council Meeting was 
held. At this Council meeting the Delegates were asked for their feedback regarding what should be 
done about the 2019-2020 Flag and Midweek competitions. 
  
From the discussion that took place, three options were presented to Council: 
  

1.       Call the competitions complete with the current logs accepted as the final standings. 
2.       Play the outstanding games at a date when it is legal to do so. 
3.       Abandon the seasons and treat them as not having taken place. 

  
After two rounds of voting took place, the majority vote of Council was in favour of option 3 and 
this was minuted as the Council decision. 
  
There have since been calls for the Executive Committee to reverse this decision. In terms of the 
WP Bowls Constitution and the structure noted above, this is not possible. Clause 7.5.6 of the 
Constitution says: 
  

The Executive shall be responsible to Council for its decisions, and all resolutions and acts of 
the Executive shall be of force and effect unless overturned by Council. 
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The reverse is obviously not true and the Executive Committee cannot overturn any resolutions or 
acts of Council.  
  
This may be summarised in a single statement as follows: 
  

The decision to cancel the 2019-2020 Flag and Midweek seasons was a decision made by a 
Council composed of Delegates from each member Club, and the Executive Committee has 
no power to overrule them. 

  
We trust and hope that this effectively addresses the confusion surrounding the cancellation of the 
competitions.  
  
Finally, we wish to assure everyone that we are a united team committed to working for the benefit 
of the entire District. We welcome constructive dialogue and debate from the Clubs we serve and 
look forward to increased interaction and transparency in the years ahead. 
  
Yours in bowls, 
  
  
Executive Committee – WP Bowls 
 

 

 


