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31 December 2020 

 

CIRCULAR 2020/45 

 

Bowls SA has notified us of visits to Bowls Clubs from the SA Police where they quoted section 36 of 

Government Gazette 44044 and informed bowlers that they were breaking the law. 

 

The SA Police quoted section 36, which forbids gatherings of people in a number of places. The list 

includes the following, in 36.8.b: 

 

Gatherings at sports grounds and fields are prohibited for two (2) weeks. after which this 

provision will be reviewed. 

 

The same Government Gazette does, however, in section 36.17 say the following: 

 

Sporting activities. including both professional and non-professional matches, by recognised 

sporting bodies are allowed, subject to strict adherence to the times of operation as provided 

for in regulation 33(3) 

 

Bowls has been granted permission by Mr E. N. Mthethwa, the Minister of Sports, Arts and Culture 

to proceed with our sport in terms of regulation 33(3). 

 

What this means is that we are allowed to play Bowls, subject to conditions agreed to by the 

Ministry.  

 

Members may not, however, gather at Bowls Clubs in any other way at all. As noted in Circular 2020-

43, members should pre-book to play, arrive in time for their booking, and leave straight afterwards. 

 

The attached document contains an extract from the Government Gazette 44044, showing Clause  

36.17 (which authorises sporting activities) and the letter from the Minister granting permission to 

Bowls as a recognised sport. We urge you to have copies of these documents on hand in case of a 

visit from the Police. 

 

We recommend that you share this information and the attached document, amongst your 

members. 

 

Please stay healthy and safe, wash your hands, wear your mask and sanitise regularly. 


