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                         24th February 2021 

 
CIRCULAR 2021-09 

COVID REGULATIONS – CLARITY FOR WPB DISTRICT 
 

We are being inundated with questions related to the COVID-19 rulings and their 
interpretations, as to what is and what is not allowed.  We do understand that there is 
possibly some confusion amongst our clubs and their members, due to all the updates 
which are being circulated from Bowls SA and WP Bowls.  We therefore highlight the 
answers below which you can also find on our website at www.wpbowls.co.za under the 
Club Resources, Covid-19 heading.  We trust that this information helps. 
 
Business League/Corporate Bowls/Club Competitions 

 Interclub activity can resume provided the safety protocols are adhered to. 
 Corporate Days/Business League can resume provided the safety protocols are adhered 

to and a sign-in sheet reflecting the full name, contact details (phone & e-mail), ID 
number and other temperature info, etc. is kept for each day. 

 The names and details of anyone attending your Club, including Business League and 
Social bowlers, must be captured by your club administrator onto the BSA database the 
following day.  Should you require assistance in this regard, please contact Taz Bright on 
074 118 2753 or by email to bowls@wpbowls.co.za. This is essential for compliance 
with government regulations. 

 
May our Club host a function or other event? 

 For an indoor venue, you may have a maximum of 50% of the number of people that can 
be in the in venue and still adhere to social distancing regulations (i.e. a distance of 1.5 
metres from each other) OR a maximum of 50 people. Whichever number is lower is 
applicable. In other words, a maximum of 50 people, but less than that if the venue does 
not safely allow that many people. 

 For an outdoor venue, you may have a maximum of 100 people, as long as they are able 
to adhere to social distancing regulations. 

 It is important to note that these maximums include any staff, organisers, caterers, etc. 
who are there to work. 
 

Government regulations also require that every person attending a gathering must: 
 Wear a face mask 
 Adhere to all health protocols 
 Maintain a distance of at least 1.5 metres from each other 
 

http://www.wpbowls.co.za/
mailto:bowls@wpbowls.co.za


Are there still no spectators allowed? 
No spectators are allowed at all. This is part of the current government regulations. 
 
May a member that is playing tabs “later”, watch an earlier game? 
This would count as having spectators and is not allowed in terms of the government 
regulations. 
 
Must we still book, or is open tabs allowed? 
This is not a government regulation, but part of the BSA guidelines agreed to with the 
Minister in order for bowls to be allowed. Under Covid regulations - for Levels 1, 2 and 3, 
booking is required. There is no defined method of booking so this is up to the Club to 
decide and implement. 
 
May another club member play tabs at our club? 
Yes, Social and Competitive Bowls is allowed and the current regulations do not prohibit 
this. 
 
Must the mask stay on throughout the game? 
The government regulations state that masks should be worn at all times, unless involved in 
"vigorous" exercise. The regulations do not, however, define "vigorous". 
BSA has said that Bowls is covered by this and masks do not need to be worn while bowling. 
We are not completely sure that they are correct on this, so our advice to all Clubs is to 
make their own ruling. We know that this is still a grey area, but it does depend on 
interpretation without clear government guidelines.  
 
May a club with only one green (but a larger green) use its 7th rink in order to 
accommodate all? 

 The regulations allow for up to 48 persons per green - although we strongly recommend 
limiting this to 36 in the interests of member's health and social distancing. 

 The number of rinks that can be used is not defined. 

 The key imperative here is to ensure that players can remain at an absolute minimum of 
1.5 metres from each other. So, stringing for 7 rinks for singles would be fine. For Pairs 
and Trips it would depend on the width of the rinks. It is not allowed for Fours as this 
would exceed the maximum number of persons per rink. 

 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
          
Lynette Botha 

WP Secretary 
 
On behalf of the WPB Executive 


