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WP Bowls Circular 2021-62 

Laws of the Sport of Bowls 
 
The last Laws of the Sport of Bowls Book – South African Edition (Yellow book) was printed in South Africa in 
October 2014.  
 
It has been brought to the notice of the Standing Committee that some players and Technical Officials 
believe that the Laws are unchanged and that they will only change when a new Law Book is released. This is 
not the case. 
 
Laws are changed from time to time but as the cost of replacing a Law Book edition is substantial the 
changes are recorded on the World Bowls website which one should refer to in order to obtain the latest 
references and keep the Law Book updated. 
 
http://www.worldbowls.com/laws-umpiring/laws-of-the-sport/ 
 
To date the changes made since the Crystal Mark 3 edition was released in 2014 are as follows: 
 

1. Law D2 - Bias side of a bowl: the side of the bowl that is the more rounded of the two sides, which is 
identified by the small grooved rings surrounding its centre 

2. Law 52.1.3 - Each set of bowls can carry a player’s individual emblem, logo or engraving as a 
distinguishing mark on both sides of every bowl. 

3. Add Law 52.1.3.1.- The distinguishing marks must be the same design and colour on each bowl, but 
can be different in size 

4. Add Law 52.1.3.2 - The distinguishing mark on the bias side of the bowl must be inside the smallest 
grooved ring surrounding its centre 

5. Add Law 52.1.3.3 - If there are grooved rings surrounding the centre of the non-bias side, the 
distinguishing mark must be inside the smallest ring. 

6. Add Law 52.1.3.4 - If there are no grooved rings surrounding the centre of the non-bias side, the 
distinguishing mark must be inside the indentations designed to help the player grip the bowl during 
delivery. 

7. Add Law 52.1.3.5 - As well as the distinguishing marks, each set of bowls can carry a player’s name or 
signature. Imprints on the running surfaces of bowls must be avoided. 

8. Law 52.1.8.4 - all bowls belonging to players within a team or side must have these markings on 
them and the markings must all be the same design and colour. However, players may use markings 
which are different in size from those used by other players in their team or side where this is 
necessary due to differences in the sizes of either the manufacturers’ rings or the distinguishing 
marks on the bowls. 

9. Law 53.1 - Licensed Manufacturers and Licensed Testers are entitled to imprint the registered World 
Bowls Stamp on the bias side of bowls. Imprints on the running surfaces of bowls must be avoided 
wherever possible 

10. Law 52.1.6.1 - measure between 112 millimetres and 134 millimetres across at their widest points;  
11. Law 52.1.7.1 - measure between 112 millimetres and 131 millimetres across at their widest points;  
12. Law 17.2.5 - Delete this law 
13. Appendix A1.4.5 - Delete the wording “by players with a hearing disability” 

 



  

 

Whilst generally nothing major has changed, it is always worth ensuring that Law books are kept up to date 
and we encourage everyone to do this. 
 
We as a Committee will monitor the future changes and update you as and when such changes occur. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
  
 
Bob Standen 
(Convenor W.P. TOSC) 


