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15 February 2022 
 

WP Bowls Circular 2021-10 

Eligibility for Novice Singles Champion of Champions 
 
The current season sees the introduction of a Novice Champion of Champions competition for the first time 
in our district. 
 
This competition has been introduced to add an opportunity for Novice bowlers to participate in a district 
competition and allow them to test themselves against novices from other clubs. 
 
Several queries have been submitted from clubs about the exact criteria for qualification. 
 
The guidelines in the Condition of Play are: 
 

1. The member must meet the standard eligibility requirements for all District competitions, and 
2. The member must not have been registered as a member with any National Bowling Association for 

more than three (3) years at the date of the commencement of the event, and 
3. The bowler shall not have won a National, Provincial, District or Club Singles Championship, and 
4. If the member was a Lawn Bowls member of any non-affiliated Club prior to registering with a 

National Bowling Association, then the total time period from them joining that Club to the date of 
the commencement of the event shall not be more than three (3) years. Clubs and members may be 
required to sign a declaration attesting to the date the member originally started bowling if this 
clause is applicable. 

 
The clause that appears to be causing the most confusion is number 3 above (clause 5.c. in the Conditions of 
Play). 
 
Where the reference to Club Singles Championship is made, this refers to Open Singles Championships and 
not to Novice Singles Championships (this will be clarified in a future revision of the Conditions of Play). 
 
While some clubs may prevent a novice from playing in their club novice competition if they have 
previously won it, this is not a WP Bowls ruling. Winning the club novice competition more than once does 
not exclude a novice bowler from being eligible for the Novice Champion of Champions competition. 
 
Clubs are encouraged to allow all their novice bowlers to enter their club novice competitions, irrespective 
of whether they have won the same competition in a previous year. 
 
Please note that all the provisions noted in the Conditions of Play for qualification as a Novice still apply. This 
does not affect those as they stand. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
  
 
Gerrit van Milligen 
President 


