
WESTERN PROVINCE BOWLS ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the Council Meeting held via Zoom on Saturday 26th June 2021 at 9h30 

 
 
PRESENT:  Vice President:  G van Milligen 
   Treasurer:  J Griffiths  

Executive:   C Nurrish, M Douglas, J Phillips, M Gibbs, M Kirsten, A Carstens 

Administration:  L Botha 
 Marketing:  Apologies 

COUNCIL: (23) Clubs attended: Bellville, Berglviet, Constantia, CT Military, Durbanville, Edgemead, Fish 
Hoek, Fresnaye, Glen CC, Goodwood, Gordon’s Bay, Helderberg, Kraaifontein, Malmesbury, 

Mowbray, Oakdale, Pinelands, Plumstead, Somerset West, Strand, Sunningdale, Wheatfield, 

WPCC 
 (7) Apologies from Clubs: Gardens, Helderberg Village, Meadowridge, Old Oak, Pollsmoor, 

Rondebosch, Stellenbosch 
 (4) Clubs with no apologies: Kuilsrivier, Milnerton, Parow, SAPS 

 Other apologies:  S Wehrli (Selectors-Ladies) & B Standon (Technical)  
 
1.      The Notice convening the Meeting was read and the meeting opened at 09h30.   

 
2.       Roll Call (Attendance/apologies recorded on arrival) 

23 Clubs were present, the Meeting was duly opened.  The Vice President welcomed the Executive and Club 
Delegates to the meeting.  

 

3.   Obituaries 
 8 Affiliated members had deceased since last Council Meeting of the 20th February 2021.  The Vice-President 

asked members for a moment’s silence.  Oakdale BC queried the omission on the list of Sussie van den Freden.  
On checking once back in the office, it was confirmed the reason being for the omission, was that she was no 

longer an affiliated member on the BSA database. 
 

4. Acceptance of Minutes of Council Meeting of the 20th February 2021 

 Proposed & Seconded:  Helderberg BC & Malmesbury BC 
 

5. Matters arising from these Council Minutes 
 Malmesbury BC queried 8.4.2 ‘why a business league bowler who is on the BSA database, does not get a 

different number when they convert to a fully paid member.  Malmesbury BC was asked to submit full details 
via e-mail and Mark Douglas would investigate’ from previous minutes was in fact correct.  Gerrit confirmed it 
was and asked Roux Vermeulen to please send the particulars of the member to the WP office and it will be 

investigated. 
 

6. Matters arising from Minutes of Executive Meetings 16th February, 23rd March & 3rd May 2021 

Gerrit van Milligen mentioned that judging from the lengthy discussions of notes of these minutes, that Council 
could see how busy the Executive are and how things are moving forward.  

No matters arising from Minutes.  
 

7. Finances 
7.1 To consider, confirm and accept the Financial Statements of February, March, April & May 2021 

Proposed & Seconded:  Malmesbury BC & Oakdale BC 

 
General: 

- Almost one year ago we presented a budget of negative R485 000. It is hard to believe that at the end of 
this financial year we will show a profit. At the end of May our profit was nearly R216 000. While this is not 

our final profit, as we still have some expenses to go through the books in June we will end the year 

showing a small profit. Thanks must go to everyone who has tried extremely hard to contain expenses. The 
fact that the Inter Districts were cancelled made a huge difference to our expenses.  

Income 
- We are happy to report that our affiliation fees have exceeded our budgeted figure which is a huge turn 

around to what we reported in February. We have registered a number of new bowlers and some of those 
that had been unsure before with all that was happening around them decided to return to the game and 

were late registrations.  

- As a District we have also seen a significant increase in the number of players entering Western Province 
competitions and that has resulted in better than budgeted income on these items.  

- With the drop in interest rates we have taken a serious knock on interest earned but we continue to ensure 
that we do the best we can with our money.  



- The Men’s Nationals that were run in May will show a profit – right now that is about R121 000 but there 

are still further expenses that were captured in June so that amount will be reduced. We will be finalising 
these figures early next week. Once the profit is known we need to share that profit with Bowls South Africa 

on a 50 – 50 basis. We are however waiting for sponsorship to come in from DCAS to the tune of R 25 000 
specifically given for this tournament.  

Expenses 
Jenny Griffiths was pleased to report that we have stayed within budget on all our expense items. We have 

worked hard at trying to streamline everything that we do in order to make savings. 

 
7.2 Covid Raffle: 

The Covid raffle had a fair result with us making about R33 605 profit after all prizes and expenses had 
been paid. Only 54% of our tickets were sold. To those who put the effort in to this fundraiser, we 

would like to say a huge thanks to you. As an accountant we know that the easiest way to balance a 

budget is to increase the income. The easiest way to do that would have been to raise the affiliation 
fees which we know would have been detrimental to the game. Our only other way is to do fundraising 

and for this we need the buy in of all clubs otherwise our fundraiser can quickly turn into an expense 
which we don’t want.  In this coming year we will again need to do some fundraising or we need to 

find additional sponsors. If anyone has any good ideas or know of anyone we can approach regarding 
sponsorship, we would love to hear from you. Please could you contact either Marianna Kirsten who 

handles the fundraising portfolio, or myself a soon as possible so that we can consider the ideas as we 

finalise the budget for the coming year.  
7.3 ID Air Tickets: 

As we indicated after our last meeting we have some air tickets we would love to sell – remnant of the 
Inter Districts that was cancelled. If anyone is travelling with Kulula in the next while we would urge 

you to contact us to buy your ticket using the funds we have in our travel bank and you can them re-

imburse us in cash. Along with that we have two group tickets with Safair – so if you know of any 
groups wishing to travel in the near future please contact me and we can see how we can help each 

other.  
7.4   Helderberg BC queried the 14K sitting under affiliation fees and Jenny G confirmed that this is money  

that is paid to BSA. 
7.5 Malmesbury BC questioned the minutes stating that Denise Vermeulen would be working remotely  

            soon and asked if there was no way to see what Pinelands BC can offer on the rental and Jenny  

            Griffiths confirmed that they are currently negotiating with them. 
7.6 Jenny Griffiths advised Council that the decision taken at last AGM about new auditors being  

            appointed, has been shelved for now as the quotes received were all within the same price range, so  
we would not change to auditors for the current year. 

 

8. Marketing & Membership 
  

8.1 Bowls, Beer & Braai 
Mark Douglas reported that this initiative which started over three months ago with the evening 

bowls, has grown from using one to two clubs and hopefully by the end of the year, we will have four 

clubs involved. 
 8.2 Business League Sponsor 

Mark Douglas advised that Taz is currently busy with securing a sponsor, but with COVID, there has 
been some setbacks with this and is currently on hold. 

8.3 Schools Bowls 
 With school sports being cancelled, there is not much to report on currently but as soon as allowed, 

plans which have already been put into place, will take off again. 

8.4  Womens’ Day – 9th August 
A massive initiative with 324 bowlers taking part and all the plans which were already implemented,  

have unfortunately been put on hold and will host this next year. 
8.5 U45 Tournament – Regions 

 This has also temporarily been put on hold due to COVID. 

8.6 New Initiative  to attract Social Bowlers 
 A proposal to launch a new initiative for Social Bowlers was agreed to in principle by the Executive 

and will be presented to Council, once a full and comprehensive document is available.  Younger 
bowlers and those of colour will be targeted and introduced to bowls by allowing them to do so by 

paying substantially lower affiliation fees. 
8.7 Membership 

8.7.1  Helderberg BC queried what the membership levels and growth has been and asked if clubs 

                                could receive these stats on a more frequent basis. Jenny Griffiths confirmed that clubs would 
                                get these stats within the next week.   

8.7.2  They further queried the full time resources of a M&M Manager, Taz Bright and what has her  
         role been over the last 6 months.  Mark Douglas responded that Taz Bright has implemented  

         many programs with planning but which have since been put on hold, one of them being an  

         Inter School League which was cancelled.  She was also instrumental with the rebranding of  



        WP, with the on-going marketing of facebook and keeping in touch with all our younger  

        bowlers. All her behind the scenes work had kept her busy.  Helderberg BC wished to thank her 
        for the recent Newbie Bowls which she ran at their club. 

 
9. Competitions 

 9.1 Gerrit van Milligen was very pleased to announce that we were very fortunate to get so many WP  
                       Competitions completed with all its challenges and he sincerely expressed his gratitude to Chris  

                       Nurrish and applauded him for keeping competitions and draws going over the last 3 months and  

                       this, in conjunction with the very successful planning and running of the recent Men’s Nationals. 
 9.2 Chris Nurrish expressed thanks to all those clubs who hosted the Men’s Nationals albeit all the   

                       last minute changes with venues, withdrawals, etc due to Covid.  He also expressed huge thanks to  
                       Jenny Phillips, Jenny Griffiths and Joel Roebert for their great support in the running of this 

                       Tournament. 

 9.3 Gerrit van Milligen commented that the Power Trips Competition introduced was literally set in three  
                       weeks and there has been much positive feedback.  There were some hiccups with scoring, but  

                       which was sorted out. 
 9.4 Helderberg BC expressed their positivity about the current Champion of Champions and proposed that 

                       the Executive look at introducing this for the Novices as well in the future. 
 9.5 Gerrit van Milligen advised that the Executive have appointed a Competitions Committee who will 

                       invite individuals to present proposals and also be able to form part of the brain storming sessions.   

                       Their intention is to bring our competitions into the 21st century and make it fun, short and exciting  
                       which will attract more bowlers, new and old, to enter competitions.  A Circular will go out during  

                       the coming week. 
 9.6 Gerrit van Milligen advised Council that Chris Nurrish will be stepping down as an Executive member  

                       but will be available on a consultancy basis to continue as Competition Secretary for the new season. 

  
10. Junior Bowls 

 
10.1 Jenny Griffiths was happy to report the following developments for Junior Bowls: 

• 3 Day Holiday Clinic held at Plumstead with 22 children taking part with new and existing bowlers 

• U18 Singles was introduced with a good number of entrants and ran at the same time as the other 

WP singles competitions. 

• U30 Masters was also introduced with very competitive bowls being played and these new 
competitions opened up more possibilities for our juniors. 

She stressed the importance of keeping our younger bowlers interested and clubs need to make it 

competitive for them as well by including them and entering them into teams in our WP Competitions.  
10.2 Gerrit van Milligen at this point wished to congratulate Graeme Kemp as he was appointed President  

            at the recent AGM of the WCPBA.  He was further please to announce that the Envar Buys will be  
            held early in October in Langebaan so another tournament for the Juniors, is on the cards. 

 

11. Transformation 
 

11.1 Ammie Carstens shared the current statistics with Council.  He asked Clubs to revert back to the 
Executive with ideas on how clubs would achieve these transformation results by increasing our 

percentages which is imperative for clubs and our district to focus on.  These stats will be forwarded 

to all clubs. 
11.2 Gerrit van Milligen asked that clubs consider their internal elections/appointments of their committees 

with their upcoming AGM’s and start getting the ratios in line with what is required by BSA and SASCOC. 
11.3 Somerset West BC commented that our district is well balanced in terms of gender but not with colour 

and they felt that it boils down to the marketing of club competitions and they need to invite people of 
colour to take part and get involved. 

11.4 Wheatfield BC was in total agreement and in order to get our demographics correct, clubs and the 

district M&M need to go to people and not wait for them to come to us.  Gerrit van Milligen confirmed 
that a committee is being set up and they will be driving this and the teams will be doing a SWOTS 

analysis in terms of difficulties of transport, accessibility to clubs, etc. 
11.5 Jenny Phillips referred to the presentation which BSA presented and requested that this power-point 

and recording be sent again to all clubs to act on.    

11.6 Durbanville BC were of the opinion that growing membership with the correct demographics in mind, 
must be channelled down from BSA, from a National point of view and as it is surely a worldwide 

problem, with a lot of people not even knowing what bowls is all about, a huge marketing and 
awareness must be created. 

 
12. Coaching 

 Jenny Griffiths advised that a lot of preparation and plans for coaching courses had to be put on hold due to 

Covid.  We have kept the dates in the calendar and will run the courses if and when it is safe to do so.  
   

13. General Business 



13.1  The Vice President reminded Council of the changed AGM now to take place on the 14th August 2021  

         which was circulated to all clubs. 
13.2  He also advised Council that proposed changes to our Constitution will be sent out to all clubs during  

        the course of next week.  These will then be adopted at the AGM so delegates are requested to come  
        with their club’s mandates. 

 
There being no further business, the Vice President thanked all again for their attendance and assured them of 

the continued commitment of the Executive to all our clubs.  The Meeting closed at 10h55.  

 
 

          
PRESIDENT/CHAIRPERSON …………………………………………….   SIGNED ………………………………………….. 

 

DATE:   ……………………………………….. 


