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4 July 2026 
 

WESTERN PROVINCE BOWLS ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the Council Meeting held at WPCC Bowls Clubhouse  

on Saturday, 4 July 2026 at 09h30 
 
 

Present: President: Tony Harland (virtually via Teams) 
 Treasurer: Joy Calvert 
 Executive: Jonathan Cochrane, Eddie Douglas, Nico Taljaard 
 Administration Debbie Phillips 
 Council: 

 
 
 
Other: 

Bellville, Bergvliet, Constantia, Durbanville, Edgemead, Fish Hoek, 
Goodwood, Kelvin Grove, Kuils River, Meadowridge, Milnerton, 
Mowbray, Oakdale, Old Oak, Pinelands, Plumstead, Pollsmoor, 
Somerset West, Stellenbosch, Sunningdale, Wheatfield, WPCC 
Claire Cowan (DSC-WPP), Eddie Phillips (DSC-C), Elma (Mo) Louw 
(Goodwood), Jenny Griffiths (DSC-YB), Jenny Phillips (DSC-TO) 

Apologies:  Alan Lofthouse (HLM), Anina Black (Exco), Mark Gibbs (Exco), 
Paulina Dockendorff (DSC-WPC/DSC-LS), Schalk Kotze (DSC-MS), 
Trevor Wheeler (DSC-GC), Trish Young (HLM), and clubs including 
Fresnaye, Gardens, Gordon’s Bay, Helderberg, Helderberg Village, 
Malmesbury, Strand 

Not present / no replies: CT Military, Glen CC, Kraaifontein, Parow, Rondebosch 
 
 
1. Opening and Meeting Convened 
The meeting was opened by meeting chairperson, Eddie Douglas, who welcomed all attendees. The 
Notice Convening the meeting was read and the meeting commenced at 09h30.  
 
2. Roll Call (Attendance/Apologies recorded on arrival) 
22 Clubs were recorded as present and signed in, and the meeting was duly opened. The Chair 
confirmed that the attendance register had been signed by all present. A quorum was confirmed. 
Apologies were noted.  
 
3. Obituaries since 6 December 2025 
15 Affiliated members had passed away since the Council Meeting on 6 December 2025. The names 
were read out and with sadness Council members kept a moment of silence. 
 
Chris Nurrish, Meadowridge Colin Diedrick, Wheatfield  Michael Hart, Fish Hoek 
Andre Cloete, Strand  Leon Schronen, Sunningdale  Geoff Perrow, Constantia  
Chad Pettit, Oakdale  Gordon Warnock, Gordon's Bay John Venter, Sunningdale 
Willy Lester, Edgemead George Steytler, Edgemead  Bruce Sutherland, Edgemead  
Tony Sartor, Edgemead Fred Hewett, Durbanville  Pat Haley, Milnerton 
Rex Strauss, Sunningdale Penny van Zyl, Mowbray   Alec Cohen, Glen CC 
Ivan Garb, Glen CC  Ruby Maron, Glen CC   Fred Raad, Glen CC 
Loraine Todt, Mowbray Ann Carter, Sunningdale  Myles Kronk, Plumstead  
Peter Matthews, Helderberg Margaret Hendricks, Wheatfield Jean Lamb, Bergvliet 
Mike Beham, Sunningdale Vera Fautley, Sunningdale  Tish Douglas, Pinelands 
Leon Naude, Oakdale  Julie Grant, Meadowridge 
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4. Confirmation of Previous Council Minutes  
The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6 December 2025 were accepted without amendment. 
Proposed: Bellville 
Seconded: Mowbray 
 
5. Confirmation of Executive Minutes 
The Executive Committee minutes previously published on the WP Bowls website were noted. 
No matters arising were raised from the Executive Committee meetings. 
 
6. President's Report 
Tony Harland addressed Council virtually via Teams and reported on the Executive's strategic priorities: 
Membership Growth 

• Membership increased by 144 members (approximately 6%) from October 2025 to June 2026. 
• Western Province continues to show positive growth while several districts are experiencing 

declining membership.  
Constitution Review 

• Draft Constitution successfully completed and circulated. 
• Intention is to present the updated Constitution for approval at the August AGM. 

Finances 
• Financial position significantly improved compared with the previous year and budget 

expectations. 
• Further detail to be provided by the Treasurer.  

Communication Concerns 
• Clubs were requested to encourage members to follow official communication channels rather 

than raising grievances via social media. 
• Incorrect and one-sided information shared on social media creates unnecessary administrative 

burden and reputational damage.  
Competitions 

• Appreciation was expressed to the Competitions Committee for a successful season despite 
weather-related disruptions. 

• Upcoming events include:  
 Western Cape Provincial Singles (October 2026) 
 BSA Men’s SA Open (May 2027) 
 All Cape Championships moving to October 2027.  

AGM and Governance 
• One Executive position remained vacant, although a nomination was expected. 
• Clubs were encouraged to support District Standing Committees through standing on the 

committee or volunteer participation.  
 
7. Finance and Membership Report 
Budget 
Joy Calvert advised that the 2026/27 budget could not yet be finalised as outstanding Standing 
Committee budgets were still awaited. District Standing Committees were requested to submit their 
budgets urgently to enable presentation at the AGM.  
Management Accounts 

• At the end of May 2026, WP Bowls reflected a profit of approximately R399,000. 
• This was significantly better than the budgeted loss of R200,000. 
• Even after June adjustments, a strong positive result is anticipated. 

Financial Improvements 
Contributing factors included: 

• Increased fundraising support from clubs. 
• Reduced operating expenses. 
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• Office relocation to Bellville, reducing rental costs from approximately R3,000 per month to 
R1,000 per month. 

• Sale of surplus assets, including a trailer. 
• Additional unused office equipment may be sold.  

Membership 
• Membership growth remains positive. 
• Discussion noted that some growth may be attributable to transfers from other districts, though 

detailed analysis was not available.  
 

8. Competitions Report 
Nico Taljaard presented proposed competition plans for the 2026/27 season. 
Flag and Trips League 

• Season to commence earlier. 
• Five rounds to be played before the December break. 
• Remaining rounds to resume during January and February. 
• No changes to existing divisional structures.  

Premier League 
• Premier Division remains limited to 10 teams. 
• Competition to be completed during November and December. 
• Two matches per Saturday at central venues. 
• Hosted by clubs finishing in the top five positions in the previous season, subject to venue 

suitability.  
New Premier Challenge Competition 
A new exciting fast-paced competition is proposed for Premier Division sides: 

• Four-player teams playing in a format similar to World Bowls Triples. 
• Every player required to participate during each match. 
• Men’s and Ladies’ competitions to run separately. 
• Intended to be played during January and February. 
• Sponsorship and live-streaming opportunities are being explored.  

WP Competition Format Changes 
Approved changes include: 

• WP Pairs to move to three-bowl pairs. 
• WP Trips to move to two-bowl trips. 
• WP Trips League remains three-bowl trips for league play.  

Conditions of Play 
Updates under consideration: 

• Review of time limits. 
• Tie-breaking mechanisms to avoid deciding competitions by coin toss. 
• Adoption of an extreme heat policy using temperature thresholds. 
• Clarification regarding reserve days and substitute eligibility.  

Acknowledgement 
Council recorded appreciation for the work undertaken by Paulina Dockendorff and the Competitions 
Committee. 
 
9. Governance – Proposed Constitution 
Eddie Douglas presented the revised WPBA Constitution. 
Key Amendments 

• General cleanup and standardisation. 
• Updated terminology and references to Laws of the Sport. 
• Inclusion of:  

 Membership categories annexure (with new Associate Member category added). 
 Safeguarding annexure.  
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Adoption Process 
Council agreed: 

• Notice of a Special General Meeting will be issued during the following week with shortened 
notice period approved. 

• Clubs will have two weeks to submit comments. 
• Executive Committee will review proposed amendments. 
• Final draft Constitution will be circulated before the Special General Meeting. 
• The Special General Meeting and AGM will be held on the same day, 15 August 2026.  

 
10. Any Other Business 
10.1 Cape Town Sports Council Venue Assistance 
Joy Calvert advised that several sporting codes have lost access to venues due to election-related venue 
occupation. Clubs were invited to offer venue hire opportunities potentially generating additional 
income. 
10.2 Closure of Pollsmoor Bowls Club 
Andries Hougaard reported that Pollsmoor Bowls Club had resolved at its AGM to close with effect from 
30 September 2026 due to inadequate facilities and declining membership. An inventory of assets will 
be circulated for disposal. Council expressed regret at the loss of the club and wished members well in 
finding new bowling homes. 
10.3 Catering Allowance for League Hospitality 
A proposal was raised to review the current catering allowance of R35 per player due to increasing food 
costs. It was agreed that the matter would be placed on the AGM agenda for consideration. 
10.4 Electricity Costs and NPO/NPC Status 
Discussion took place regarding escalating municipal electricity and service charges affecting clubs. 
Actions agreed: 

• Matter to be referred to the Cape Town Sports Council. 
• Executive Committee to investigate NPO/NPC structures and benefits. 
• Consider establishing a working group to explore possible solutions and guidance for clubs.  

10.5 Affiliation Fees 
Indicative affiliation fees for 2026/27: 

• Bowls South Africa: R325 per member. 
• Western Province Bowls: likely increase from R335 to R350 per ordinary member. 

Total anticipated affiliation fee: R675 per ordinary member. 
 
11. Closure 
There being no further business, the Chair thanked all attendees for their participation and closed the 
meeting. 
 
The next meeting will be the Special General Meeting and Annual General Meeting scheduled for 15 
August 2026.  
 
Meeting closed at approximately 11:12.  
 

      

PRESIDENT       DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR 
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ANNEXURE A – President's Report 
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ANNEXURE B – Annual Financial Statements 
 

 
 



 

8 

 



 

9 

 
 



 

10 

ANNEXURE C – WP Competitions 
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